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Wonder what Ilertz
1 will say today? ‘

All

Thoughts

Are ’
|

| Of
I .
| Spring.

Our emporium is fast ||
taking on its spring attire. |||
Every few days the dray- ||
man leaves in front of our ||
door boxes filled with
woolens for men’s wear
from the world’s best |
makers. Our prepara- |
tions are upon a larger ||
scale than ever before.
Saturday we received
some choice suitings,
which ought to sell for
$12.50, but in order to in-
duce early buying we've
marked them l

*10.

|
This is & very low price ||
for a suit made to your ‘
i order. Especially so, as ||
|
|

there has been a great ad-
vance in prices of woolens
and trimmings this sea-
( son. At Sro for a suit our
i' profit is smaller today

than than it was 2 years
ago, but with the larger
f number of suits we are
| making the reduced profit |
l on each suit is offset by ||
our larger output, hence |||
we will not advance our !||
price, but will continue to

give the same rare values

l‘ as we have always given ||
in the past. _ |

Mertz and ffertz, ||

XXth Genmry Tc‘li[-)rs. i

Dress Shirts

Are the Best.

PERFECT
in every detail.

CORRECT IN FIT.
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in 80 Days.”

111! This special Tronk of ours at $9.75 Is
A & g emough to withstand tHp arcund
P1!! the world ‘o mny given number of days,
1111 Itis practically Indestroet-
11! Inle—and we guarantes it
11!l The cornmers are extra heavy, 5 .75
111! Seeft. Hemewmber the price
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It Costs So Little

TO FRATIE
A Picture = <

well that yon're
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THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

System Similar to That of Other
Cities,

SUPERINTENDENT POWELL'S DEFENSE

Pupils Are Pushed Ahead Faster
Than Under Old Methods.

EMPLOYMENT OF TEACHERS

—_———————

Mr. Powell, superintendent of schools,
continuéd to talk of methods of educating
be the subcommittee of the Senate Dis-
trict committee yesterday afternoon after
The Star's report of the hearing was closed.
He clalmed that the schools of this city are
in good conditlon; that the scholars are
further advanced than ever before, and
that the system belng taught is thoroughly
satisfactory.
Senator Stewart presided and Senator
Ga'linger and Mr. Charles Moore, clerk of
the commiltee, were present throughout
the hearing, and all questioned Mr. Pow-
€ll. The trustees present were Mr. George
H. Harries, Judge Job Barnard, Mr. Jesse
H. Wilson and Dr. Hazen,
Mr. Powell contended that children spell
more than they ever did, though they o
not stand up in rows in the manner of the
old spelling bee. He sald they never spelled
s0 well as today.
"“There has been a greater change fn ten
years In educationa! methods,” safd Mr.
Powell, “than there has been in the meth-
ul of running street cars. Any man who has
kept up with street car systems and with
educational methods has seen a greater
change in the latter than with the former."”
iTe held that the children were advanced
¥ or 1™ per cent more than they were
under the old svstem.
Senator Stewart—"Deo ¥ou think they are
farther advaneed in spelling than they
were formerly 2"
Mr. Powell—"l know it. T do not fear an
examination of the schools. As for com-
position, there !s no comparison with the
2ent over the old methods.™
» dee’ared that by the time the child
is in the fifth grade it will read the news-
papers and follow the néws of the day.
Early Grades Pushed Ahead.
The children In the early grades, he said,

ore

are twlee as far advanced In arithmetic
as they were under the old system. In the
third grade the children are pretty well
grounded In fractions, rounded numbers

and abstract numbers. He admitted that
the child Is not taught the multip/teatior
table until he understands It. He s not
tanght that “three times three is nine”
until he is shown that thres times three

Is really nine and until he fully realizes
the fact. He must know the facts of arith-
nmetic hefore he §s tavght the multiplica-
tion table.

Mr.

Powell =z
adv

i1 that he stood almost
ating that children in the
i grades shoulid go 1o school
day. He did this because
e grades half their time s spent In
employments.

Employment of Teachers.

ied the method of ap-
from the Hst of Normal

Mr. Gailinger asked !f he had power to
x 5 how he dismissed an incoin-

petent
Mr. Powell—"Yes, sir; no, sir.
make her hetter.”
aliinger—*That = worse than mod-
er ¥« can «ismizs uader
'Y ¢ Tor cause,”
you

We try to

dlsmiss a

riles provide that T

4 pend a teacher, but I think I have
no power to dismiss a teacher,”

1t the met of teaching In
!s hers ts the one In use
s of the United States,

= SRid, were not alwayvs sat-
1 the wages pald were not
Zet men and women of broad
Farmerly those who entered
I Brchuol were graduates of the
but this year they admit col-

= to the Normal Scheol. They
alarles in the schools of the
here, =0 that the schools of this

clty Ao not get teachers from the west
Complainis of Poor Spelling.,

Mr. Stewart said he had had many com-

plaints that children did not learn to spell

and write. Mr. Powell =aid they write bet-

ter than they ever dld. Under the old
system a few learnad to write a preseribed
hand, but new they write an individual
hand, =0 at a chikl in the slums writes
Just as #5 the chlid in the northwest.
Mr. nger read letters from people
who said they dare not sign their names
to them, but which eriticlsed the svstem of
teaching in the schools. One of these let-

iid it wna » amang the schalars
: ] ¥ cannol spell
4 tintained that the vocabu-
lary of the scholars today I8 greater than
in the past.

No Discipline Needed In the Schools.

Another letter gead by Mr. Gallinger aaid
that

Mr. Powell did not have the con-
is teachers and that he did not
m In matters of disclpline.
1l =aid they had no discipline
or at least not any to speak
muluct the =chools In & way
I= not necessary. Ha want-
ubocmmittes to exam-
did not belleve what

hey

lared.
. Stewart—"Has It banlshed the evils
of playing hookev?

Mr. Powell—*"Almast.
teaching Is the
ish ft."

Mr. Powell clalmed that for every person
who complains about children having
studving to do at home thers are tan who
ask that more work be sent home In order
that they could learn more rapidly. He
sald It must be remembered that these
children in the first and second grades are
in school but three and one-half hours a
day.

The way we are
only way that will ban-

Mr. Powell Contradicted.

Mr. Powell gaid complalints had come from
colleges that boys could not gain admission
to the leading colleges under the old system
In vogue in the public schools. He added
that the standard of admission to Harvard
in Engilsh branches had advanced 25 pe:
cent in recent years.

Mr. Charles Moore, clerk of the commit-
tee, who i= a gradoate of Harvard and
whose son was admitted to that college last
vear, sald that the requirements [n nglish
were exactly the seme for his son as they
ked been for him in 1574,

The Colored Schools.

Mr. Powell read a letter from a colorsd
correspondent, whose name ho said he would
not give, critictsing the colored schools and
the board of trusiees. He sald the board
was gullty of nepoilsm and favoritlsm in
the schools, and a pumber of Iirregular
things had been dene. He chargad that
Mr. Richardson’s daughter was ineligibie as
o teacher, and the board voted agalnsi her,
but sha waa put in afterward. Schools
could be conselidated 20 as to save the sal-
aries of thirlty teachers, but it was not
done. The law provided for threa musie
teachers In the colored schoois, but there
Were Seven.

SE&ARD. & CO., .736 7th St.

one teacher would get two salaries,
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The Evening Star is the

only aftermoom paper im
Washingten that recelves
the dispatches of the Asso=
clated Press. It is there-
fore the oniy one in which
the reader cam find the
complete mews of the
world, direetly transmit=.
ted by telegraph, uwp to
the moment of golng to'
press.

there were other Irregularities that were
pointed out.

Gen, Harries sald as that letter was go-
ing in the records he thought it was well
that an explanation should go with it.

“There ig probably some truth in that as
to the colored schools,' he maid.

He admitted there had been a division in
the board on the question of the colored
schools. The colored members of the board
of trustees, he sald, resented Interference
in the affairs of their schools on the part
of the white trustees. They fear, he con-
tinued, that the superintendent of the white
schools will be’ made superintendent of thelg
schools. They ware anxious fh- n a
separate organization, though it was really
not mueh of an organlzation. He thought
it would be for the benefit of the colored
schools to have white superintendence, hut
on account of the attitude of the colored
members of the board the white members
had not interfered with them. He did not
think the colored schools should be let
alone by the white trustees, The trustees
had received Indefinite charges of irregu-
larities, but never had got them In a defi-
nite form.

The letter read by Mr. Gallinger, he sald,
probably represents the condition in the
colored schools, for which the white trus-
tees are hardly responsible unless the
schools were placed on another basis. He
#ald the board was advisory in Its charac-
ter and not an executive body. ‘There
should be some one central authority, he
sald, in the management of the schools,
The board of trustees did not like to take
hold of the management of the colored
schools unless it has absolute authority.
Until then the colored trustees must carry
their share of responsibility, because they
inzist that the white trustees should not
Interfere with their colored achoals,

Dismisnnl of Teachers.,

Mr. Jesse H. Wilson ¢alled attention to
the statement of Mr. Powell in regard to
his powerlessness to dismiss teachers. Mr
Wilson =aid teachers are appointed for one
¥ear only, and that they had been asked to
resign wher Incompetent, He sald Mr.
Powell’s statement was apt to cause i mis-
understanding on the part of members of
the commitier,

Mr. Powell sald that after the dizscussion
of the schaaks three months ago, and after
a conference of the trustees, emphasis had
been Inld on the teaching of grammar,
spelling and writing,

He =aid that thé studious Interest which
the present method of teaching has aroused
In the scholars has done away with the
dime novel reading that cansed difficulty in
the schools formerly,

ANTI-SALOON LEAGUE.

Socinl Sesswion Last Evening Sunceceds
The Husiness Routine,
Decorations, singlng and refreshments
marked the session of the « Anti-8aloon
League held last evening, a departure from
the usual program at semi-monthly meet-
ing of the organization. A commitiee of
ladies, consisting of Mrs, Isabel Helmick,
Mrs. Sara Smith, Miss Ida A, Gllbert, Mrs.
Lizzie J. Allen and Mrs. Anni
had the arrangements in charge.
The meeting was held In the league's hall,
at No. 622 Loulsiana avenue, and before
the social exercises the organization was

McKinnon,

regularly assembled for business with Pres-
Ident Ewin in the chair and H, W. Shipe
as secretary. Viee President Canfleld was
ecalled to preside temporarily, amnd Mr.
Ewin reported as chairman for the commit-
tee on co-operation amd the executive CoIm-
mittee. The Assocliation Cadets of the Y.
M. C. A. were, on his motion, admitted to
the league, inereasing the number of affili-
ated bodies to 114. They named as thelr
represetitative Mr. Arthur ©. Smith, wha
was introduced to the league, together
with several others present fur the first
time.

Mr. Ewin reported as a new delegation
from the Washington District Epworth

League Mrs. M. M, Mitchell, Mr. Robert 1.
Carr, Mr. F. J. MacKenzle, Mr. F. J. Met-
calf and Mr. J. Db, Stecle,

On behalf of the executive committes he
reported the appointment on the standing
committee  on  literature Mr, Robert L.
Harvey, chairman;
Sarah Jackson, Mrs. ¢, L. Loftus,
Martha B. Hamlin, Miss Lizzie
Mrs. Anna Riley and Mr. Charles . Rass.

Mr. Albert E, Shoemaker, the attorney
of the league, made a report of the proceed-
irgs before the excise board and the Pollee
Court slnee the last league meeting. With
reference o a place In the first police pre-
cinct he sald It was closed two years ago
with a bad record for disorders and Eeti-
eral disrepute agalnst {t; that the condition
of the neighborhood has greatly improved
since, and that beeause of the overwhelm-
ing evidence of this & majority of the ex-
cige board had recently rejected an attempt
ta reopen it, although pressure was brought
to bear on them by members of Congress.
The mention of such pressure from out-
side of the Distriet called forth expressions
of Indignation from several speakers, in-
cluding Mrs. Mergaret Dye Ellis of the
national W, C. T, U., who was present as a
visitor.

Mr. A. N. Canfield. on behalf of the com-

mittee of arrangements, presented Presi-
dent Ewin with a handsome bouguet of
carnations, which had been transferred to
his offica,
Other addresses were by Mr. Jesse .
Suter, the first representative of the league
before the excise board, and afterward sec-
retary of the league, who has recently re-
turned to the city, and Mrs. H. A. Gillen-
water, the first recording secretary of the
league., Remarks were also made by Mrs.
Mary V. Noerr, Mr. Edward F. Sitmpaon,
Mr. A. L. Swartwout, John F. Vinal and
others,

The following churches, temperance go-
cleties and other organizations had repre-
sentatives present: Calvary Baptist Church,
Christian Endeavor Society and Interme-
diate Christian Endeaver Soclety: Ninth
Street Christian C. E. Bociaty, Vermant
Avenue Christlar C. E, Soclety, First Con-
gregutional Church Temperance Boclaty,
Mi. Pleasant Congregational Church, Me-
morial Lutheran C. E. Soclety, Douglas Me-
morial (M. E.) S8unday school and Epwarth
League, Faith M. BE. Church, Foundry 8.
8. Tcemperance Boclety, Mt. Vernon Place
. E. Society, Tenleytown M. E. Church,
Waugh Bunday school, Eastern Presbyte-
rian Church and C. E. Society, Gunton
Temple Memorial Church and C. E. So-
clety, Peck Memorial Church and C. E.
Soclety, Memorial United Brethren C. E.
Bociety, the Grand and Distriet Lodges,
Columbla, Independent Minnehaha and Sil-
ver Btar Laodges, and the Juvenile Temples
I. O. G. T.; the District Union, Capitol
Hill, Chapin, Frances Willard, Georgetown,
Hamlne, Northwest and West End Unions,
W. C. T. U.; Headquarters "Y,” Vermont
Avenue "Y.,” Woman's Loyal Temperance
Leglon, Wesley Chapel Band of Hope, As-
sociation Cadets, Central Unlon Mission,
District of Columbla C. E. Unlon, Wash-
ington District Epworth League, Young
People's Union of the Liberal Churches,
and othera. o

The next meeting of the lengue Is to be
held at the same place, Monday, March 5.

Mr. Frank Ford, Mrs.
2 Mrs.

—————
LOCAL COURTS-MARTIAL.

Trinls of Soldlierns at Washington Bar-
racks and Fort Myer.

A general court-martial has assembled
at Fort Myer, Va., for the trial of such
persons as may be brought before it.

The detail for the court & Capis. Francls
H. Hardie and John B. McDonald, Lieuts.
Charles A. Hedekin, Francis J., Koester,
Alfred C. Merillat, Ervin L. Phillips, Rob-
ert R. Wallach and Godwin Ordway, judge

vocate. All the officers are attached to
S S Seatit i eonih artial ¥

As n result of court-m proceedings
at Fort Myer, Va., Private Max Sercher-
milter, Battery L, 4th Artillery, has been
sentenced to two months' imprisonment and
20 fine; Private James F. Pearson, Bat-
tery L, 4th Artillery, to one year's Impris-
onment and dishonorable discharge for de-
serlion; Private Fred, W. Troop B,
31 Cavalry, to slx months’ Imprisonment
and dishonorable disc for repeated of-
fenscs; BSecond Class vate Wm. W.
Mitchell, Company B, Signal , 1o one
monih’'s imprisonment and $20 flne; Pri-

wera doubled, so that
and

vate Thomas Stover, Battery H, 4th Artil-
lery, to four months, $0 fine; Corporal

—

Robert C. McDonald, Battery H, 4th Artil-

lery, to be reduced to a private and to
forfeit $10.

Private Robert Baylor, Battery M, 7th
Artillery, was e by court-martia!

at Washington barracks for viclation of
the regulations, -and sentenced to two
months' confinement at hard labor. Pri-
vates John R. James, Baltery H, 4th Artiil-
lery, and Adolf Liebholz, Battery M, 4th
Artlllery, were acquitted at the same post
of the charges against them,

—

RIGHTS OF THE -CONSTITUTION.

Representative Dalyell Speaks on the
Porto Riean Bill,

In the House yesterday afternoon Mr.
Richardson spoke over am hour on the
Porto Rico bill. He was several times in-
terrupted by applause from his side of the
House. This applause was especially vig-
orous when he sald that every democratic
vote would be cast agalnst the bill

‘When he concluded Mr. Dalzell (Pa.), sec-
ond ranking majority member of the ways
and means committee, took the fioor. He
made a close legal and constitutional argu-
ment in support of the contentlon of the
majority that the Constitution did not ex-
tend over our new pos ons.

"By the treaty with Spain,” sald Mr. Dal-
zell, “we acquired the islands constituting
the Philipplnes and Porto Rico. The treaty
is an accomplished fact. Whatever may
be our ultlmate purpose we can now do
nothing but provide for these aequisitions
in such a way as shall best pramote their
welfare and our own.' Continuing, he
pointed out the differences between Porto
Rico and the Philippines In extent of terrl-
tory, population, character of inhabltants,
civilizatlon, products of the soll, ete.

“Yet,” said he, “attempting now for the
first time to legislate for one of these new
possessions, we must be governed by one
fixed, unvarying system; and that the
system which applies to the United States
ftself.” It was an amazing proposition in-
volving three prominent features, free
trade, ecitizenship and navigation laws, It
would be better to let the islands go,

Extension of the Constitution.

Taking up the contentlon that upon the
acquisition of new territory the Constitu-
tion is extended thereto ex proprio vigore,
Mr. Dalzell clted the case of the Ameri-
can Insurance Company vs. Canter, In
which Whipple and Webster met this VEery
argument In the case of Florida. Much
argument was used in that case to show
that the Constitution and laws of the
[Tnited States were per se In force in Flor-
lda and that the inhabitants were citizens
of the United States. Webster and Whip-
ple asked how the Constitution became of
foree in Florida. Was it by the act of ces-
sion? Was there any principle in the law
of nations which upon the act of cession
or eonquest gives to the ceded or conquered
eountry a right to participate in the privi-
leges of the Constitutton of the parent
country?

The usages of nations from the period of
Greeian colonization to the present moment
were precisely the reverse, Buch a right
never was asserted, The Constitution was
established by the people of the United
States for the United States. It provides
for the future admlssion of eguntries into
the Union and expressly confers upon Con-
gress the power of governing them as ter-
ritories until they are admitted as states.
If the Constitution was in foree In Florida
why was It not represented In Congress?
Why was it necessary to pass an act of
Congress extending several of the laws of
the United States to Flordda? Why did
Congress designate particular laws, such
as the crimes act, the slave trade and
revenue acts, and introduce them as laws
Into Florida? Why enumerate particular
rights secured to the people of the United
States If the Inhabitants of Florida were
entitled to them on the act of cession?

If this rensoning be not correct, sald Mr.
Dialzell, then, it being impossible to govern
these possessions as the United States is
governed, we must either have a constitu-
tional amendment, abandon the islands or
let the President govern them. The same
lmitation that applics to Congress applies
to the President.

Mr. Dalzell expressed his oppositlon to
free trade with Porto Rico at this time.
Na one could tell what her Industries were
going to be, nor how they would affect our
peopie,  We must be generous to Porto
Rica, but just to ourselves.
tlon of practlcal statesmanship far and be-
yond dollars and ecents. If we must have
free trade with Porto Rles we must with
the Philippines. The result might be the
planting of immense areas of sugar and
tobaceo, The low wages pald would be a
menace to labor in this country.

Consent of the Governed.
Turning to the guestlon of the consent
of the governed, Mr. Dalzell asserted that

‘In a representative republic the right to

govern did not depend on the consent of the
governed.

The methods of government preseribed by
the principles of Anglican lberty as prac-
ticed In the United States would be Ero-
tesque in the Philippine fslands, and would
bring to their people no advantage. They
would be in peint of fact impossible of ex-
erelse,

“The guarantees of liberty,” he concluded,
“do not exist alone in the Constitution of
the United States. They do not depend
upon  the great instrument for their
strength and perpetuity, They would con-
tinue to lve and flourish if that Constitu-
tion were annihllated. They are the inde-
structible heritage of humanity.

Mr. Dalzell recelved an ovatlon when he
finished.

The House then, at B o'clock, took a recess
until 8 o'cloek, the evening session to be de-
voted to private pension legislation.

Nothing was accomplished at the night
session of the House last night, which was
to have been devoted to pension legislation.
Mr. Talbert of South Capalina made the
point of no guorum and blocked proceed-
ings. The House remained in session until
16 o'clock in the hope of getting a quorum,
and then adjourned.

-
PROPOSED HONOR FOR MERRITT.

Los Angeles Times Advoeates Making
Him a Lieutenant General.
Special Dispateh to The Evening Star.

LOS ANGELES, Cal, Februaty 19.—The
Los Angeles Times =ays, editorially: “Con-
gress could not perform a- more “graceful
act, and at the same time an act which
would more fully meet the approval of the
better sentiment of the entire eduntry, than
to pass A law glving to Major General Wes-
ley Merritt, who will retire from the army
a few months hence, under the age limita-
tion, the rank of I t memeral.

‘“General Merritt has well earned this
mark of distinction by long, .faithful and
arduous duty in the military service of his
country. It should-be the policy of the
government to reward In a sultable manner
those men who serve the nation with con-
spicuous gallantry and merit. If there is
any man in the army teday who is richly
deserving of such promotipn &nd prefer-
ment that man is gh:lor-ﬂeneml esley
Merritt. He is a patriot ag well as a sol-
dier. He Is in every sense of the word a
gallant gentleman and a frue American.
In honoring him in the mapner suggested

Conigress would honor itself the public,
for the! peogle will rejoice at ; advanoe-
ment of s0 brave a man 20 uervincu
soldier as General i:‘tfkﬁ

“It is to be hoped that this matter will
be taken up by Congress at an early day,
and it Is equally to be hoped that there
may be no opposition to conferring this re-
ward upon so brave, loysl and deserving an

officer.”
—_——————
. Alnskan Tide Lands.

The Becretary of the Intérlor has con-
firmed a decision rendered the commis-
sloner of the general fce, in which it
was held that tide lands of Alaska are not
public lands belonging te the United States
within the meaning of’ the mining laws,
and that no righ :

It was a4 ques- "

AN IMPORTANT SUIT

Court of Claims Case Bearing on the
Post Office Building.

CONTRACTORS ASK FOR BIG DAMAGES

Steam Heating Work Revealing the
Department’s Flaws.

A SUPPRESSED REPORT

———————

Suit against the United States for $63,000
has been instituted in the Court oi Claims
by Charles F. Wood and John L. Moyer,
trading as the Philadelphia Bteam Heating
Company. The action grows out of the
contract entered into between the govern-
ment and the complainant company for the
steam heating plant and apparatus for the
Washington city post office building. In
the petition filed In connection with the
claim Messrs. Wood and Moyer charge that
they were hampered, interrupted and in-
terfered with by the government's officers
and angents, &nd were subjected to heavy
expense and consequent loss by numerous
changes declded upon in the supervising
architect’s office after the original speciti-
catlons had been complied with.

It has been known for some time past
that thers were differences existing be-
tween the steam-heating contractors and
the governmen: officers in charge of the
erection of the new post office building,
about which there has already been much
criticism and contliet of opinion. A board
of survey was demanded by the contrie-
tors some time ago, after, according to
their statement, they had been harassed
and wrongfully accused. The report of this
board has never been made public.

5 No Answer Filed Yet.

The government has filed no answer so
far in the claim that has been cntered
against the United States. The casce 15 ex-
pected to attract considerable attention, and
will probably attaln to great importance in
the bearing it will undoubtedly have upon
the system now in vogue in the conduet of
bullding operations carried on directly by
the government. The claimants state it
as their intention to Introduce some inter-
esting facts In connection with the system
that will be, they say, in the nature of
revelations.

The clalmants in their petition to the
court outline brlefly the contracts entered
into between them and the government re-
garding the steam heating of the new build-
ing. Proceading, they say:

“The petitioners completed zald work in
striet accordance with said contracts, sub-
Ject to certain changes and modifications
required by the government's officers and
agents, and fell short of nothing with re-
gard thereto, the government's officlals and
agents accepling the same as having been
done to their entire satisfaction.

Defective Plans and Specifications,

“But the petitioners say that, owing to
certain delays In the prosecution of said
work, caused by the government's officers
and agents, for which petitioners were in
no wise responsible, causing petitioners
much extra expense, and because of certain
defective plans and specifications furnished
by the government, through which petition-
ers were put to extra expense and subject-
ed to great less, and because of certain
extra work required of the petitioners by
the said officers and agents, Tor which they
have not been paid, the petitioners have
not received of the government the com-
pensation to which their sald work justly
entitled them.”

The petition next states the numerous in-
stances of alleged hindrance and delay in
the prosecutlon of thelr work. Many of
these recited deal strictly with technicali-
ties in the machinery and apparatus. It is
stated that, while the petitloners were earn-
estly and aetively engaged in the general
prosecution of their work, the government,
acting through Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury O. L. Spalding, on May 8§, 1897,
suspended all work incident to galvanized
lron vent-ducts and running steam-risers
for Interior rooms, including and above the
second story, untllf March 9, 1808, wherehy,
it 13 claimed, great loss of time and much
extra expense was caused the petitfoners,
without their fault, and by causing all of
the work on the galvanized Iron vent-ducts
in the basement to be suspended from May
11 to July 8, 1807, In order that the con-
tractor for the plastering might have time
to complete his work.

Continuing, the petition cites the follow-
ing instances of delay and alleged loss,

The Boilers.

“That it was a part of the original con-
tract that petitioners should furnish boil-
ers of certain eizes and dimensions, which
sizes and dimenslons were clearly shown
upon the drawings upon which said cone
tract was based, and set forth in detail

and at length in the specifications accom-
anylng the same; but that by reason of
atent errors and discrepancies in  said
drawings and specificatlons it was physi-
cally-impossible to accomplish the complete
construction thereof; that immediately upon
the award of the original contract petition-
ers had entered Into subcontracts with cer-
taln material men for the sald bollers: but
that owing to the sald latent errors and
discrepancies which developed during the
construction of eaid boilers, It became
necessary for the government to revise and
madify the original plans of said construc-
tion, and the government did submit to the
petitioners, July 10, 1807, revised and modi-
plans for the construction thereof,
which revised plans petitioners forwarded
Immediately to the sald subcontractors for
gaid bollers, with directions to change the
construction accordingly, which modifica-
tions and changes occasioned loss of much
valuable time and resulting extra expense
to the petitioners; that there afterward de-
veloped certain vital errors and discrepan-
cles In sald revised plans for the construc-
tion of sald boMers, which made It neces-
sary, Beptember 4, 1897, for the govern-
ment to modify and change mald revised
plans, which last named modifications and
changes petitioners Immediately 'forwarded
to the subcontractors for this work, with
directions to carry out the same: and that
by reason of these last named modifications
and changes the reasonable progress of tho
work of the petitioners under the original
contract was hindered and Impeded, to
thelr great loss in time and money.
Smokeatncks Wounld Not Fit Structure.
“That it wa= & part of the original con-
tract that smokeatacks should be erected
In the bullding in a certaln manner indi-
cated on the sald original drawings; but
that when petilioners proceeded to the
erection thereof It was found that the
structural ironwork of ‘the building pre-
viougly erected by the contractor for that
work, without petitioners’ knowledge, pre-
vented the erection of sald emokestacks in
accordance with petitioners’ contract:
whereupon the government's officers and
agents dirccted petitipners to remove such
portions of gaid structural ironwork as in-
terfered with their work, and that by rea-
son of the delay alténding the determina-
tion of the above question and the extra
work of removing eaid structural ifronwark,
petitloners were occasioned the loss of valu-
able time, and were subjected to extra ex-

. “That one of the provislons of the origi-
nal contract required the petitioners to
consiruct a systemd of underground cast-
rom and brick trenches of certain sizes and
in certain locations; that petitioners in due
time proceeded tg the installation of said
reason of interferences

Sweetest thing that can be seen
Is a baby, fresh and clean.
Dainty clothes and tender skin
Nz2ed pure soap to wash them in.’
Nurse and mother must be sure

| Baby’s bath is sweetand pure.
Free from grease or alkalies;
Ivory Soap their want supplies.

1BO8 BY THE

& GAMILE CO.

etc.,, previcously installed by contractors
for that work, without the knowledge of
the petitioners, they were prevented from
carr¥ing out sald work in accordance with
the original plans under the original con-
tract, but were compelled at various times
during the progress of thls work, by orders
of the government's officers and agents, to
make changes and modifications in the
plans of sald work, because of the sald In-
terferences, thereby causing petitioners the
loss of valnable time and incurrence of ex-
tra expense.'”

Hampered by the Bond Issue Force.

A number of instunces of like character

are specified, together with the following
paragraphs:
“That on account of the Spanish war
bond issue and the necessity for a place
to install the clerks and employes of the
government engaged in the work of said
iszye in the summer of 1898 the govern-
ment, through its officers and agents, did
on or about June 20, 1808, enter into and
take possession of the first floor of said
building and install therein a large force
of clerks and employes, and did at various
and sundry times interrupt and interfere
with the petitioners’ work by directing the
stoppage thereof between the hours of 9
o'clock am. and 4 o'clock p.m., and hy
locking up certaln portions of the building
and excluding petitioners therefrom, where
and in which petitioners were carrying on
certain portions of thelr work under said
contracts, and refusing petitioners aceess
thereto both day and night, s0 that petl-
tloners were prevented from making mens-
urements for materials to be used in their
=aid work: that =aid interferences and In-
terruptions continued from about June 20,
1508, to about the last of September, 1508,
whereln and whereby petitioners sustalned,
without thelr fault, much loss of time and
money in the execution of thelr work under
their said contract.

"“That by reason of many and wvarious
other interferences and interruptions with
the reasonable progress of the work at
divers and sundry times, by the govern-
ment’s officers and agents, and by reason
of divers other errors and discrepancies
in the plans and specifications furnished
the petitfoners by the government for the
prosecution of the work; by regson of lm-
proper and imperfect materlals called for
by sald plans and specifications prepared by
the government's officers and agents, and
used by the petitioners at the instance of
the government in doing the work, and by
delaysa caused in the progress of the work,
by disagreements resulting from the use of
sald Improper and Imperfect materials and
erroneous and unjust interpretation of the
said plans and specifications upon the part
of the government's officers and agents, the
petitioners, without their fault, were
subjected to great loss of time and put to
much extra expense.’

Mr. Wood's Pamphlet.

Mr. Charles Franels Wood of Wayne, Pa.,
of the sulng firm, has wrltten a pam-
phlet to Congress and mailed & copy to
each senator and representative, In this he
details his experiences as a government
contractor under the present system. of
construction by the government. In his
pamphlet Mr. Wood says:

“It has been sald that ‘there are families
in Washington who can trace their ancestry
back to the beginning of the new post office
building,” and yet this particular one is not
different~from any others that could be
named. Would not the written history of
the post office at Washington fit almost any
other building of similar magnitude con-
Btructed under the direction of the super-
vising architect’s office of the Treasury De-
partment, with only a change of name?

“It is true that I have been insulted.
abused, vilified and accused of all sorts of
vnderhanded actions during my experience
with this system, when the fault lay en-
tirely with those who made the plans from
which the work was done. It is true that
the scoundrelly deoisions of the underlings
in charge of the work were affirmed by the
supervising architect, and -that, after
months of bitter controversy, brought on
by the errors and blunders In the plans and
specifications for the work, I had to appeal
to tho Secretary of the Treasury for the
appointment of a board of arbitration to
settle the differences, It Is true that after
having entered into this arbitration with
the Secretary of the Treasury, and after
having bound myself In writing to accept
the award of this board, -the report of the
board was concealed and suppressed to cov-
er up the blundering stupidity so glaringly
brought out in the Investigations of the
plans and specifications pre by the
supervising architect. It is true that I have
never been allowed even to see this report,
when, by all the laws and rules of honor-
able warfare and controversy, I was justly
entitled to a copy, and my rights in this
particular were fully equal to those of the
other party to the arbitration. It is equally
true that after months of careful investiga-
tion the board of naval engineers, who were
officers and gentlemen, reported in my favor
on every material point and wrote holdly
on pages of the records referring to this
contract, mot only a refulation of the
charges which had been made against me,
but a gcathing arralgnment of the methods
of the architect's office as well; and, while
these records have been concealed In an
endeavor to hide the inefficiency, or worse,
of the archltect's office. I can well afford to
await the time of their publicity through
the courts of the United States for my vin-

n."l

Munzling of Dogs.

o tha Bditor of The Evonlng Star:

The statutes glve the Commissioners the
power "To regulate the keeping and run-
ning at large of dogs and fowls,” but sec-

work, but by an the
part of certain sewer plpes, fi

"

tion 7, chapter 38, provides that “When-

ever it shall be made 1o appear to the
Commissioners that there are good rea-
sons for’ belleving that any dog or dogs
within the District are mad, it shail be tha
duty of the Commissioners to issue 2 proc-
lamation requiring that all dogs =hall, for
a period to be defined in the proclamation,
wear good. substantial muzzles, sccurely
pat on, so as to prevent them from biting
or snapping, and any dog golng at large
during the period defined by the Commis-
sioners without such muzzle shall be taken
by the poundmaster and impounded, sube
ject to the provisions of section 3.

Under this authority the Commissioners
is=zued the muzzle order, so vexatious to the
citizens and lorturing to the dogs. The
provisions of section 3 in regard to im-
pounded dogs apply only to dogs found
running at large, “without tax tag and
section 4 provides that “any dog wearing
the tax tag hereinbefore provided for shail
be permitted to Tun at large in the Distriet
of Columbia, and shall be regarded as per-
sonal property in all the_courts of sald
District, and any person “ininring or de-
stroying the same shall be liable to a elvil
acton for damages, which, upin proof of
such injuring or killing, may be awarded
in a sum equal to the value us ally pur
upon such property by persons buving and
eelling the same, subject to such molifici-
tions as the particular circumsta 2 of the
case may make proper.”

Bection 11 provides that “after this act
dogs shall be deemed and held to be per-
sonal property.’”

The Constitution provides that “no Per-
son shall be deprived of life, liberty or
broperty without due process of “nor
shall private property be taken for public
use without just compensation.™

Dogs, being private properiy, are,

ir

taken from the owner. so taken for past
use, and the owner i= entitled to compens
tion, and the Consttutlon i= Infringed

n
that the owner is deprived of his pr perty
“without due process of law.” The muzzle

ordinance if applied to taxed or 1nEEed
dogs is unconstitutional The owners of
dogs having complicd with the law and
Put tax tags on their dogs have, ander the
contract set forth in section 4. sccured
vested righis to have their dogs “run at
large.” “Running at large” has a techni-
cal meaning, as the running of cows and
horses outside the premises of their own-
era and on public grounds and highways,
uncontrolled.  Animals driven through the
streets and highways are not running at
large. Nor is a dog accompanying his
master or mistress and under the uysoal
control in such case “running at large.™
And especially when such dog is in leash
or upon the lot or premises of fis owner.

The District is liable to pay for EVery
tax-tagged dog taken by the poundmaster
not less, certainly, than the $£2 pald for
tax and tag, and as much more as & court
may be satisfied by evidence that it was
worth. Nor does the law and proclama-
ton of the Commissioners shield the pound-
master from personal liability. The prec-
lamatlon should in no event be construed
to apply to dogs wearing a tax tag as pro-
vided by section 4.

By what evidence or means the Commis-
sloners were induced te issue such an ab-
surd proclamation at this season of tha
year Is to me incomprehensible. An old
ordinance provided for the killing of *“un-
muzzled dogs going upon the strects and
avenues and other public places between
the 15th day of May and the 15th day of
October,” And the poundmasier was au-
thorized to take up and dispose of such
degs. I do not suppose that there has
ever been more than one or twu cases of
well-developed hydrophobia in this clty.
Hundreds of people have died from the
effects of the old open sewer of Tiber
creck, by the emanations from the rotten
pavement about the Center Market and
reeking alleys. On an average, one human
being i= sacrificed or badly Injured weekly
by the steam and electric raflroads. Thers
is enough to occupy the attention and time
of health officers and Commissioners In
correcting evils affecting the lives and
health of our eitizens, without this sticking
implements of torture on dogs. The best
way out of the mess is to repeal the proc-
lamation ordinance, R L B C

——

FRAUDULENT CLAIMS,

Result of Criminal Prosecutions by
the Pension Bureau.

David W. Owens of Tolland, Mass., was
held by United States Commissioner Mar-
vin, at Hartford, Conn., under $2500 bond
for the actlon of the grand jury on a
charge of having filed & fraudulent claim
for pension based upon the altered dis-
charge certificate of a comrade, It being
alleged that Owens is a deserter and bor-
rowed the discharge certificate of an as-
sociate by the name of Bee, altering the
same by inserting his own name in the
place of that of his comrade.

Mrs. Jennie Ramsey of Minneapolis,
Minn,, was arrested én that city on the
12th instant on the charge of having fraud-
ulently drawn a pension after her remar-
riage. Ehe was held under $8500 bond to
awnit the action of the grand jury, and in
default thereof was commitied to jail,

J. Grotton, a notary publie, was
convicted and sentenced in the United
States district court at Portland, Me., on
the 12th instant on the charge of having
violated the provislons of the act of July

1898, In the exébution of numerous
pensloners.
er, the widow of John Cusick.
who served In the United States bavy and
who ded In 1887, she remarrying the next
year, recently flled an application for
pension as Cuslck's widow In which she
faisely claimed that she had
ried since his death. For this offense she
was

vouchers

sentenced to one year's Imprisonment
Wmhm.m—
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